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Leaves or blossoms — what doth matter ? 

Phases of one thought ; 
Leaf in spring is fruit in autumn, 

Bud-and-blossom bought. 

Earth has tree and fruit within it; 

Life and thought, the clod ; 
Stones spring up to love and duty 

From the sun-kissed sod. 

February 14th. 
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RECENT LITERATURE. 

Comstock's Outline of General Geology. 1 — This neat little 
volume of 80 duodecimo pages, is peculiar and interesting, as it 
occupies a novel position among the many aids now furnished to 
the student of this most comprehensive branch of physical sci- 
ence. In his brief preface, the author explains its character, as 
an amplified syllabus of his elementary lectures to a mixed class 
in the University, who are required to gain a general familiarity 
with the facts and principles of geology, before they can enter 
either of the more extended courses, on Palaeontology and on 
Economic Geology, given at Cornell. It is designed as a handbook 
of classified statements and references, to be used in connection 
with lectures on the one hand and with collateral reading on the 
other ; and a blank leaf is bound in between every two pages of 
text, for diagrams, memoranda, etc. The general arrangement of 
topics is similar to that of Dana's Manual, save that Dynamical 
Geology precedes Historical. Under each minor division, is given 
an exceedingly concise statement of the facts and laws of that 
part of the subject/as recognized by the best authorities, and gen- 
erally also a brief notice of other or older views. This is followed 
by a series of references, made by numeral figures, to the Refer- 
ence List at the close of the book, in which about one hundred 
and fifty works, both general and special, including articles in 
scientific periodicals, monographs, etc., of particular value, are 
arranged, frequently with a few words of estimate, guidance, or 
caution, for the student. 

It will readily appear, from the mere statement thus given, that 
the hand-book of Prof. Comstock's has great value, if only for its 
references, apart from its condensed and carefully classified sum- 
maries of fact. As stated in the preface, some parts of the sub- 
ject are treated more fully than others. We may instance the 

1 An Outline of General Geology, with copious references. Designed for the use 
of both general and special students. By Theodore B. Comstock, B.Ag., B.S., 
in charge of the Department of Geology, Palaeontology and Economic Geology, in 
the Cornell University. Ithaca, N. Y.: University Press, J 878. 
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section on Heat as a geological agent, Prof. Comstock's classifica- 
tion of Igneous and Metamorphic rocks, that on Tertiary mam- 
mals, and the closing section, upon Prehistoric Archaeology. But 
the general scope and adaptation of the work are excellent, if its 
purpose be borne in mind ; viz., to aid the student in holding to- 
gether the knowledge gained from books and lectures, until in 
the course of time and practice, it can grow up into a connected 
system in his own mind, and become a permanent possession. 
It would be easy to point out things that might be added ; but 
were the work enlarged much, it would lose the character which 
it now has, of an " Outline," and become what it is not designed 
for, a text-book. Prof. Comstock deserves great credit in our 
judgment, for so good and careful a presentation of the 
principal facts and laws of his department, prepared under great 
stress of professional labors at the University, in the sadly vacant 
place of the lamented Hartt. In his preface, he speaks of his 
hesitation, from conscious imperfections, in seeking for the work 
a wider field than his own lecture room ; but he hopes 
still, that it may prove of service to some other teachers and 
students. He has done well in giving it the possibility of this 
wider circulation ; and we cannot but think that many will thank 
him for having done so. We would advise any student who 
means to be systematic and comprehensive, and any teacher or 
young professor who would do justice to his work, to procure 
this little book without delay. — D. S. M. 

Gegenbaur's Elements of Comparative Anatomy. 1 — This 
book marks an epoch in comparative anatomy, since the subject 
is not treated in the manner of the older works, such as those of 
Cuvier, Owen, and even Huxley, inasmuch as the facts concern- 
ing the comparative structure of the different organs of animals 
are not presented in a simply comparative manner ascending from 
the mere simple to the complex, but the author goes a step be- 
yond his predecessors, and uses his array of facts as a foundation 
for a theory that may explain why the more complex structures 
have such a constant relation to the simpler. The facts recorded 
in this work are vitalized and interpenetrated by the principles of 
the theory of decent. To some this will be the main fault of 
Gegenbaur's work, to others, the introduction of a speculative and 
hypothetical thread, weaving all the facts into a connected, logi- 
cal system, will enhance the value of the treatise. At all events 
it is time an effort should be made to combine the facts of com- 
parative anatomy into a harmonious system, and if the hypothe- 

1 Elements, of Comparative Anatomy. ' By Carl Gegenbaur, Professor of Anat- 
omy and Director of the Anatomical Institute, at Heidleberg. Translated by F. 
Jeffrey Bell, B.A., Magdalen College, Oxford. The Translation revised and a 
Preface written by E. Ray Lankester, M.A., F.R.S., Fellow of Exeter College, 
Oxford, and Professor of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, in University College, 
London: Macmillan & Co., 1878, 8vo., pp. 645. $7.00. 



